


Where Ancient Halicarnassus Meets Modern Luxury

Bodrum is a city of two names. Once the ancient capital The Guiding Spirit: Cevat Sakir Kabaagacl (The Fisherman
Halicarnassus, a prize fought over by Dorians, Persians, and of Halicarnassus). A literary figure who transformed a quiet
Romans, it is now the crown jewel of the Turkish Riviera. fishing village into a cultural icon.

“Instead of sleeping in light in some other place, one lives in light here.” — Cevat Sakir
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A Microclimate of Low Humidity
and Constant Breeze

Geography:
A distinct 650 km? peninsula surrounded by the

Aegean Sea on the north, west, and south. Connected
to the mainland via Milas.

Climate Profile:

Synthesis of Aegean and Mediterranean climates.
Summer: Hot, dry, near-zero humidity.
Winter: Mild and rainy.

Flora:

West: Scrub, heath, and ‘ceti’ (thorny weeds).
East: Pine forests, wild strawberry, and sandalwood.
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The Legacy of Caria and the Mausoleum

History:

Hosting Leleg, Carian, Persian, Dorian, Hellenic, and
Byzantine civilizations.

Key Figures:
Herodotus: The ‘Father of History' born in Halicarnassus.

Artemisia I: The first female admiral in naval history.
Mausolus: Ruler of Caria.

The Wonder of the World:

The Mausoleum of Halicarnassus defined a genre of
monumental architecture. Though destroyed by
earthquakes, its stones built the city’s defining castle.

‘ )] _?—
7,000 Years Ago: Classical Era:
Early Settlements Dorians & Persians

Golden Age:
Kingdom of Caria

Byzantine Era
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The Castle of St. Peter in Aegean Blue

Construction:

Buitt by the Knights of St. John
(1406—-1522) on Zephyrion
Island. Incorporates stones and
reliefs pillaged from the
ancient Mausoleum,

Identity:
The name ‘Bodrum’ derives
from ‘Petrium’ (St. Peter).

Current Status:

Home to the Underwater
Archaeology Museum, the
second largest in the world,
housing shipwrecks and
amphorae collections.

French Tower -l

English Tower

- [talian Tower

German Tower




Ancient Footprints in a Living City

The Antique Theatre

Capacity: 13,000 people. Located
on the main Turgutreis road, the
stage and seating have been
restored for modern performances.

Myndos Gate

The western entrance to
Halicarnassus. Famous site of
resistance against Alexander the
Great (334 BC). Comprises two
monumental towers.

Rock Tombs

Hellenistic and Roman era tombs

carved directly into the slopes
above the theatre.

|

Nearby Inland Sites: Stratonikeia (Eskihisar) and Lagina (Hekate Temple).
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The Invention of the Blue Voyage (‘Mavi Yolculuk’)

Concept:

Coined by Halikarnas Balik¢isi (Cevat Sakir)
and Azra Erhat. A journey exploring the
harmony of blue and green in the Gokova
Gulf.

The Vessel: The Gulet

Originally sponge-diving boats, now luxury
wooden yachts (up to 30m) built in local
shipyards like Icmeler.

Key Stops:

- Karaada: Healing hot springs and mud
baths.

- Sedir Island: Home to the Apollo Temple
and Cleopatra Beach.

- The Aquarium: Ada Bogazi, crystal clear
waters with 30m visibility.




A Peninsula of Distinct Characters

L

Nature & Greenery

Locations: Torba, Golkoy,
Gundogan

Vibe: Pine and olive trees
meeting the sea. Famous for
mandarin gardens and
preserved natural beauty.
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Sunsets & History

Locations: Turgutreis,
Gimislik (Myndos)

Vibe: Spectacular sunsets
over the islands. Gumusluk is
built on ancient ruins; one
can walk to Rabbit Island
through the water.

A,

Wind & Surf

Location: Akyarlar (Arhialla)

Vibe: Optimal wind
conditions for surfing and
fine sandy beaches.

&1 NotebookLM



The Riviera of Superyachts and Marinas

Yalikavak: The Crown Jewel

Once a sponge-diving village known
for windmills, now a global hub for
mega-yachts and luxury dining.

Major Marina Infrastructure:

1. Milta Marina (City Center)
2.D-Marin (Turgutreis)
3.Palmarina (Yalikavak)

Industry Note: The region is a center
for yacht construction (igmeler) and
features 12 boatyards for wintering
and maintenance.
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The White City Aesthetic
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Bodrum Houses

Protected by law to preserve the skyline.
Features include bright white-washed walls,
prism shapes, and windowless ground floors
for climate control.

The Cisterns (Giimbet)

Iconic white, domed structures dotting the
landscape. Originally built by Ottomans to
collect rainwater.

Cultural Landmark

Bardakgi Cove is locally known as "Zeki Miiren
Bay, honoring the famous singer who lived
there and influenced the city's artistic spirit.



From Fishing Village to Metropolitan Hub

1927:15,694

1990: 56,821

2000: 97,826

2024: 203,035

Explosive Growth:

Bodrum is now the most populous
district in Mug@la province,
surpassing the provincial center.
The economy has shifted from
sponge divingto a
service-dominated tourism
powerhouse.
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A Hub for High Culture and Arts

International Festivals

» Bodrum Ballet Festival: Held annually since
2003, often inside the Castle. The first and only
ballet festival in Turkey.

e Bodrum Baroque Music Festival: Established
2010.

e Bodrum Biennial: Established 2014.

Local Media Ecosystem

A sophisticated network of local voices including
Bodrum Kent TV, Bodrum FM, and lifestyle
magazines like Bodrumlife.
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Nights as Vibrant as the Days

The 24-Hour Lifestyle

e Cumhuriyet Street: Known as "Bar Street," stretching from

Iskele Square to Kumbahge. A mix of rock bars, discos, and
taverns.

e Yalikavak: Offers an upscale, romantic dining and cocktail scene.
e Meyhanes: Traditional taverns serving raki and meze with live
music.
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Infrastructure and Accessibility

=

Milas-Bodrum Airport

Located 32 km from
the city center.

International and
domestic
connections.

Distances

111 km to Mugla
center.

242 km to izmir.

Connected via Milas.

i

Maritime Access

Ferry connections to
Greek islands (Kos,
Rhodes).

Cruise ship docking
facilities.

Internal Transport

Extensive ‘Dolmusg’
(minibus) network
connecting the
central bus station to
all bays (Torba,
Gumbet,
Yalikavak, etc.).
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A Timeless Convergence
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» History: Home to a Wonder » Nature: The birthplace of » Culture: A sanctuary for those
of the Ancient World. the Blue Voyage. seeking the ‘eternal blue’.

A destination defined by light and history.



